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FROM THE FOUNDERS

CCO offers itself as a gift to the Church

W

e were privileged to take part in the Pontifical
We have always seen our organization as a gift to help
Council for the Laity’s World Congress of Ecclethe wider Church. The intention behind our vision, methsial Movements and New Communities in Noods and materials has always been to benefit the whole
vember 2014. As we arrived in the hall of an international
Church, and that intention motivates us to attend events
pontifical college in Rome, we could
such as Eucharistic Congresses or World Youth
barely believe who we were seeing. We
Days. This is also why we have translated our
“The purpose of a
recognized notable Church figures in
ministry materials into 11 languages.
movement is to
every direction. What’s more, they all
After attending the Congress, we feel assured
recognized each other. For a meeting
the way we view CCO—as being a gift to the
move.
I
implore
of 400 individuals representing movenot presumption on our part. It is a call
you, start moving!” Church—is
ments from around the world, it had the
from God and from the Church Herself.
feeling of a small group of friends.
—Pope Francis At the end of the Congress, participants had a
In the midst of this awesome enviprivate audience with the Holy Father. He remindronment, we felt slightly out of place.
ed us, “The purpose of a movement is to move.
Recalling our beginnings in small-town Saskatchewan,
I implore you, start moving!” This, combined with the
it seemed like a true wonder to be there. Did we really
speakers, confirmed not only our sense of CCO being a
belong among these distinguished Church leaders?
gift to the whole Church, but also our sense of urgency.
During the presentations, in particular the one from
The Lord and His Church are calling each of us to quicken
Cardinal Ryłko, it was made clear that the Church views
our pace, to work with greater boldness. We invite all of
the new movements as a gift to the Church. He invited
you—our alumni, supporters and friends—to respond to
each of the movements to dig deep to understand who
the Holy Father’s request by moving with us in urgency. gv
we are so we can better offer our charism to the whole
Church. The cardinal’s words left us feeling encouraged
and affirmed.
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Living and
sharing
our faith
By Sara Francis, CCO alumna

I

fell in love with my husband over a cup of
hot chocolate. Ten years ago, we were on a
ferry to P.E.I. As members of CCO’s mission
to World Youth Day in Cologne, Germany,
Sara and Ben Francis celebrate 10 years of involvement with
we were going to a team-building session.
CCO. With Felicity (3), Isabelle (1) and Joseph (4).
I hadn’t known Ben for long when he bought
me a hot chocolate. But what really caught my at•
visiting with the sick, those in mourning and the poor
tention was he also bought hot chocolates for two
strangers whom we had just met. If this was an attempt
•
striving to make our home a place of welcome
to impress me, it worked! I was struck by his generosity.
As CCO alumni, we want to continue to be protagonists in the New
In that moment, Ben’s kindness gave me a window into his heart,
Evangelization in our current state of life. Our focus has gone from
and his continued generosity over the years has given me a
campus to community—the parish, the school, the neighbourhood,
glimpse into the heart of Christ. As the saying goes, no matter how
social media, our extended family. The possibilities are endless.
generous we are with God, we can never outdo God in His generOne example: for the past two years, Ben and I have taken turns
osity toward us.
leading a Discovery study. Two autumns ago, I led a Discovery
study for mothers in the evening, while Ben tended to our children.
The journey of our domestic church started with our wedding six
Then this past spring, Ben led couples from the parish in a Discovyears ago, and since then, God has given us the incredible gifts
ery study while I watched the children.
of three children. God has so generously proven His love for each
of us by dying on the Cross and rising to eternal life. What other
Giving from a heart of gratitude
response can there be than a heart full of gratitude and a desire to
also extends to our resources.
“[Ben’s]
continued
share this news? And so, a heart for the lost—for those who haven’t
Every time we share our means
yet heard the Gospel—fuels our mission as a married couple. We
generosity over
with others, it’s an opportunity
were the lost before CCO reached out and introduced us to a perfor us to grow: truly, it is when we
the
years
has
sonal relationship with Jesus.
give that we receive. Supporting
CCO missionaries and projects
given me a
We are so grateful for how our lives have changed for the better
helps to keep us connected to
since making an adult decision to follow Christ, and we want to
glimpse into the
the broader movement and to
share that joy of the Gospel with others. We try to be evangelists in
that inner disposition of having a
our daily lives using the tools we’ve learned through CCO.
heart of Christ.”
heart for the lost.
The main tool we’ve learned is simply to always have a desire to
While our aim is to be perfected in the faith, we often miss the
live and share our faith. For us, some of the ways we do this are:
mark. Yet, becoming saints remains the desire of our hearts, and
•
raising our children in the faith
our goal is to help guide our family and as many others as possible
to heaven, through the grace of God. With hearts full of gratitude in
•
creating opportunities for faith conversations in the workplace
thanks for God’s generous love, we hope you will continue to join
•
leading CCO’s Discovery faith study at the parish level
us on the journey to the Father. gv
•
coordinating a mothers’ group at our parish

Increase the impact of your gift
Pre-authorized payments (PAPs) from your bank account are
a safe and convenient way to partner with CCO. This donation method makes it simple for you to give faithfully to the
work God is doing in and through our movement.
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Did you know that by making your donation by PAP (instead
of by credit card), you increase the impact of your gift? The
processing fee drops from 2.5% to only 10 cents.
To set up PAPs, contact the Donations department at
613.736.1999 or donations@cco.ca

FROM THE FIELD

Going anywhere,
from coast to coast
By Eric Myatt, CCO Eastern Regional Director

O

ne of CCO’s campus missionaries told me his secret to
getting up each morning to pray. He would awaken to his
alarm and an all-too-familiar desire to hit the snooze button
and roll over. But, instead of that, he trained himself to say, “I will
go anywhere you want me to go.” And in that moment, he knew
that where God wanted him was out of bed, downstairs, in prayer.
This line he repeats comes from the Apostle’s Prayer. It has
become an integral part of CCO’s spirituality and holds special
significance to us. For the missionary, applying this line allowed
him to take time each day with Christ. It gave him a foundation for
his work throughout the day.

“I’m so excited
CCO is serving
at Memorial
University this
fall.”

But the authors of the prayer
meant for it to cover more than
the first moment of the day. They
hoped that it would apply to a
broad range of situations. In fact,
campus missionaries plan their
daily schedules around the
disposition this prayer encourages.
They step onto the campus of each
university we serve and say: “I will
go anywhere.”

Going anywhere God wants us to go is our approach in considering campus expansions. I’m so excited CCO is serving at Memorial
University this fall. By invitation of Archbishop Martin Currie, our
missionaries are now in the Archdiocese of St. John’s, Nfld. and
Lab. This campus has the largest enrolment in Atlantic Canada and
holds staggering potential for an injection of hope and renewal.
CCO missionary Eric Filion—formerly based at Queen’s University
in Kingston, Ont.—is leading the team there. Eric and his team are
living out their prayer to “go anywhere” in a bold and
concrete way.
I invite you to join us in praying the Apostle’s Prayer daily. It is a
powerful invitation for God to use us in whatever way He chooses.
Tell Him you’re willing to get up early to pray. Tell Him you’re the
one who will go to the peripheries of your campus or workplace
and search for those who need Him. Pray that you will go anywhere He wants you to go. You may be surprised where He
leads you. gv

CCO missionaries Stephanie Dresch and Lorne Stang, ready to invite new
students to join CCO.

Lord, when you called Abraham,
he responded, “Ready.”
When you called Isaiah, he answered,
“Here I am Lord.”
When the angel Gabriel called out to Mary,
she responded,
“I am the handmaid of the Lord. Let it be done to me
according to your word.”
Lord, I hear you calling my name.
I hear you entrusting me with the task of
building your kingdom.
Like those holy men and women who have gone
before me, I give you my ‘yes’!
I will go anywhere you want me to go.
I will do anything you want me to do.
I will say anything you want me to say.
Holy Spirit I welcome you
and ask you to guide me.
Form in me an apostle’s heart filled with love
for Christ and zeal for souls.
I will commit myself with courage and generosity to the
New Evangelization.
I will build brick-by-brick, the city of God
inside the city of man.
Amen

“It started with one faith study. Five studies and countless experiences later it all comes back to that first
crucial step. I chose to begin my journey with Jesus, and today we continue journeying on.”
—Tim, University of British Columbia
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Share the Ultimate Relationship
As Catholics, we are all called to evangelize. But how? Sometimes we aren’t sure what
to say. How do we convey the Gospel message to our family, friends, co-workers and
neighbours? To a stranger, even?
Communicating the Gospel clearly and simply is one of CCO’s central tenets.
The “Ultimate Relationship” (UR) booklet is meant to help by offering the exact words
to use when sharing the Gospel.
1. God created us to have a personal relationship with him.
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God:
and that is what we are.”—1 John 3:1
2. Our relationship with God is broken.
“For the wages of sin is death.”—Romans 6:23
3. Jesus restores our relationship with God.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”—John 3:16
4. We can choose to respond.
“Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door,
I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.”—Revelation 3:20
For free resources on how to share the “Ultimate Relationship” booklet, including
videos, printable handouts and digital copies of the UR in 11 languages,
go to cco.ca/urtraining
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Behind the scenes at Rise Up 2014
By Vicki McEachern, CCO Director of Communications

I

t was not a time for jokes. As Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
and I assumed our station and prepared to pray with attendees
at CCO’s Rise Up conference in downtown Calgary, there was
a heavy tension in the ballroom. I asked him if he would pray
over me before we prayed over students, less a question than an
enlistment. Because what bishop, what priest, what faithful person
would refuse such a request?
Bishop Christian, as he prefers to be called,
paused thoughtfully, then casually said, “I’ll
think about it.” What!? For how long? Stunned,
I watched as he bent to put down his water, his
pectoral cross a swinging reminder of the important office he holds. Then he flashed his signature
grin and stood up. “Vicki, I’m kidding. Of course
I will.” He was messing with me! Nothing like an
impeccably timed episcopal gag to set the tone.

These students had a sense of revival. Their faith was palpable
and their action of asking for prayer was but one small sign of their
initiative. Each person was unique, and yet they gave an impression of a generation. For some, the revival had happened over the
past days of the conference. For others, their faith was firm and the
conference revived a new aspect of their relationship with Christ. Regardless, they were now
together, forming a generation.

Each person was
unique, and yet they
gave an impression
of a generation.

But the joke wasn’t entirely out of place, because
it reflected humanity. And joy. And being real.
That evening, the keynote speaker had invited
everyone in the ballroom to focus on one person they knew who
didn’t know Jesus. Then, when they approached prayer teams like
Bishop Christian and me, we would pray with them for that person.
They prayed for their friends, their siblings, sometimes their
parents. Each individual was different—some cried; some smiled
broadly, exuding hope. As we met them in that sacred moment,
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I was privileged to experience the conference theme, “Revive This
Generation.”

And we thanked God for each of them as we
prayed. For their boldness in coming forward, for
the gift of faith God had placed in them, for their
vulnerability in asking something big of God.

I saw God working through the beauty of individuals to revive this generation. Through the
first-year student who wants desperately to find
the words to share Christ with her sister. Through
student leaders supporting each other through the struggles of
campus life. Through the bishop who pulls a hilarious—if
panic-inducing—prank. Praise God for all that He has done already
to revive this generation. And praise Him for the confidence that
He has instilled in these hearts to go and share His love. gv

Clockwise from top: Chelsey Kress and Nicholas Zambon leading
worship; Fr. Raymond de Souza addressing the New Year’s Eve
banquet; Kasia Lach and Desirée Steele catching up at registration;
eager Rise Up attendees react to a speaker.

“Last night the clock struck twelve as I stood on the stage with an insanely talented group of musicians
who were about to lead 600+ young adults in worship. I had my camera in my hands, serving in one of
the best ways I know how: telling the story of people ready to revive this generation.”
—Laura Jensen, Rise Up photographer
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ANNUAL REPORT 2014/15

We approach jubilee year ready
to be ambassadors of mercy

P

ope Francis recently announced
an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
Mercy. It begins on Dec. 8, 2015.
The Holy Father is convinced that
through this jubilee year, we’ll each
find “the joy of rediscovering and making fruitful the mercy of God.” It’s that
mercy, he said, “with which we are all
called to give consolation to every man
and every woman of our time.” This
resonates with CCO’s 10-year vision to
be protagonists in the mission of proclaiming Jesus clearly and simply.
CCO’s pastoral theme for this year,
“Ambassadors of mercy: be reconciled to God,” from 2 Corinthians 5:20,
embraces this invitation to mercy. As
ambassadors of mercy, CCO missionaries strive to live a response to the

Pope’s invitation. We invite students
to know Jesus, to accept His profound
mercy, to reconcile with Him and to
trust in Him.
The Pope gave the Pontifical Council
for Promoting the New Evangelization
responsibility for organizing Year of
Mercy events. We think that’s significant. After all, there are plenty of other
pontifical councils that could have
handled this work. “New evangelization means becoming aware of the
Father’s merciful love so that we too
may become instruments of salvation
for our brothers,” the Pope said.
We approach this Year of Mercy with
great expectations, eager to grow in
sharing God’s mercy. Just last year, we

hired 20 new staff, expanded to two
new campuses, and increased both
faith study and mission participation.
Much of this growth is due to our faithful partners. Thank you for your prayers
and support in this jubilee year. We
are grateful to our supporters, board
members, and volunteers for enabling
us to continue this mission. Most of all,
we are grateful to God for choosing us
to be ambassadors of His mercy.

Daniel Roussy
Board Chair

2014/15
53,841
8,192
4,014
6.6
$79
$52

2013/14
49,313
7,846
3,614
6.3
$78
$51

TOTAL REVENUE*
General contributions
Conference contributions
Mission contributions
Sale of literature & materials
Total revenue

2014/15
$4,1 98,000
258,000
268,000
73,000
$4,797,000

2013/14
$3,8 1 1 ,000
305,000
198,000
66,000
$4,380,000

TOTAL EXPENSES*
Program expenditures
Management & admin. expenses
Fundraising & other expenses
Total expenses

2014/15
$3,732,000
426,000
42 1 ,000
$4,579,000

2013/14
$3,565,000
314,000
397,000
$4,276,000

DONATION FACTS
Number of donations
Number of donors
Total number of monthly donors
Average number of gifts per donor
Average donation amount
Average monthly donation amount

*Numbers are rounded to the nearest thousand. Copies of audited statements are available upon request.
To the members of Catholic Christian Outreach Canada Inc. We have examined the financial statements of Catholic Christian Outreach Canada Inc. for the year ended April 30, 2015. Our examination was
made in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. In our opinion, the total revenue and total expenses shown above fairly summarize the related information contained in the
financial statements examined by us. - Welch LLP Chartered Accountants Ottawa, Ontario
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BRAZIL

Missionaries develop Brazilian hearts

I

f you’ve ever worked with an interpreter, you know how it can
force you to consider every word. Suddenly, communicating
takes twice as long, and the delay in response can be agonizing.
Language matters, even in small tasks like ordering food. For more
nuanced communication—such as sharing personal stories and the
Gospel—things get arduous fast. As the first CCO mission to travel
with interpreters, this spring’s Brazil team had to adapt quickly.
Annie Flaherty, a CCO misHaving their speech
sionary and member of the
Brazil team, spoke enthusi- translated was a
astically about this valuable
constant reminder
experience. “Right away,
you learn the importance
to be concise.
of being clear and simple,”
she said. Those last three words are familiar to CCO—sharing the
Gospel clearly and simply is one of our tenets.
For the team, having their speech translated was a constant reminder to be concise. But this new form of communicating wasn’t
a hindrance—it was an opportunity. It reinforced the importance of
language in being able to connect with the Brazilian people. Annie
describes being in the women’s accommodations late at night, all
of them staying up to pore over their Portuguese vocabulary to
prepare for the slightest chance to speak with a local.
A deep love for the Brazilian people fuelled their efforts to learn
terms that might spark further connection. “The first Portuguese
phrase I learned was ‘Meu coração é brasileiro,’ ” Annie said.
“It means ‘My heart is Brazilian.’ ”

Mission Highlights
•
•

9 students, 3 staff
Trained 35 Brazilian university students
in CCO methods and materials

Missionaries gather at Escadaria Selarón in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

The team recognizes that all this interpretation will bring a new
element to their evangelization work at home. After having every
utterance translated, they appreciate the weight of each word.
They’ve completed a “clearly and simply” boot camp, and will bring
a natural brevity to their campuses and communities. They know
that even when speaking the same language, meaning can be lost.
The Canadians weren’t the only ones picking up foreign phrases.
As the team travelled through the Amazon, local children would
hang around the group. The kids would imitate the mission team as
they rushed between prayer meetings, always on the way to meet
more people. Annie laughed as she remembered the one phrase
the kids picked up from the group, repeating over and over:
“Let’s go! Let’s go!” gv

“This year I’ve come to experience God’s love for me in a deeper way... now my faith is rooted in my
choice to follow Christ.”
—Ada, University of Victoria
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Vancouver

Local faithful
join CCO in
I
evangelization

he has been a member of St. Andrew’s Parish for 41 years and
is a big believer in the Discovery faith study. We asked him to tell
us about it and to share his experience as a Catholic who returned
to the faith as an adult.

Summer mission reaches beyond campus
A testimony by Bob Mitchell
In addition to helping students grow as missionary disciples, one
of the goals of the IMPACT mission is to be a force of evangelization in the diocese, with teams active in parish outreach.
We met Bob Mitchell when he volunteered to lead a faith study
with the IMPACT Mission in Vancouver this summer. Now retired,

was away from the Church for many years of my life. When
I came back in my early 30s, my faith began to grow. I also
became involved in some ministries, including Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). But there was one beatitude that always
bothered me: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God.” I never thought I was worthy of this. Even though I had tried
to do the right things, I believed
I would never see the face of
“I learned God
God, as a result of what I had
in the past. Then through
wasn’t interested done
the grace of the Holy Spirit, I bein my past...”
came involved with the Discovery faith study in my parish.
Discovery changed my whole life. What I have found in Discovery
is the mercy of God and who God truly is. I learned God wasn’t
interested in my past, but rather in the person I can become. And
through the mercy of God, I have learned to grow in my faith.
I understand that God has done all the work for me and all I have
to do now is seek His will.
So I encourage you to take Discovery, to share it and to lead it.
If it doesn’t exist in your parish, talk to your pastor about offering it.
Even if you’ve never taken it before, you can lead it using
CCO resources.
This is a faith formation tool that can truly transform any parish. gv

Mission Highlights

For Bob Mitchell, leading the Discovery faith study
has been a spiritual blessing.

•
•
•

39 students, 7 staff
10 parish outreach teams
470 faith study participants

“Rise Up gave me the courage I needed to live out my faith and grow closer to God through the strong
connections I made with the CCO missionaries. They are now a wonderful source of joy and encouragement, keeeping me close to God and my faith while attending university.”
—Andrew, Simon Fraser University
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Yukon
Team goes past
the periphery

E

ven though CCO’s mission to the Yukon Territory is
“domestic,” it elicits the image of great distance, of
going out to the periphery. After all, the air travel to
Whitehorse alone is not an ordinary experience of Canadian flight. Even in the spring, approaching the Whitehorse
airport includes flying over vast forests dotted with snow
instead of the lights and highways of other Canadian cities.
As if this journey weren’t far enough, students found themselves continuing to reach even farther once they arrived
in Whitehorse. From flights to highway drives to footsteps,
each bit of travel brought participants from this mission last
April where they needed to go.
Each week, the team hosted Nightfever, an evening of
Eucharistic Adoration, at Sacred Heart Cathedral. With the
Blessed Sacrament exposed
The mission team’s bold evangelization efforts convinced parishioners to help.
inside, teams of two assemThe results
And the results exceeded all expectations. Locals had expressed
bled outside, striking up converdoubts that people would be willing to walk those few blocks to
sation with pedestrians and inviting
exceeded all
a church they might not even know existed. But they did! There
them inside. Because the cathedral
was a consistent turnout every week, and the team’s bold example
was outside the downtown core, the
expectations.
made an immediate impression on the parishioners.
teams walked a few blocks to more
heavily trafficked streets, inviting and
The idea of evangelizing total strangers through spontaneous
then accompanying strangers back to the church. As Eric Filion,
conversation can be intimidating. Yet with the teams’ regular sucmission leader, said, “They would go as far as they needed to go to cess, some originally hesitant parishioners decided to join them. In
find people.”
particular, one woman came with feedback that revealed a drastic

Mission Highlights
•
•
•

12 students, 3 staff
Made Gospel presentations to 150 high
school students
50 people attended first Nightfever

change in outlook. “It wasn’t as hard as I thought it would be,” she
said. Not only had the teams brought many people into a church
through personal invitations, they were also bringing Catholics into
evangelization through personal example.
Whether it was flying to a remote city in Northern Canada, driving
to even smaller isolated towns outside of Whitehorse, or walking
outside the immediate radius of the cathedral, members of the
Yukon mission went as far as they needed to go to find people. For
each of us, in our ordinary circles of travel, they can be an example
of going as far as we need to go to tell people about Christ. gv

“I used to hear people at Mass and Catholic school say that God is always with you and there for you.
I never knew what that meant before. I didn’t really feel His presence with me. But now, after taking
Discovery and Source, I understand what everyone meant.”
—Meaghan, Queen’s University
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Mexico
Mexico mission acts with mercy
The missionaries stayed near the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, one of the largest Marian shrines in the world. They were
able to visit this famous
pilgrimage site, home of
The mission team
the miraculous image of
Our Lady of Guadalupe,
was met with much
every day to pray for the
people they would meet.
enthusiasm and

openness...

Although the missionaries had limited knowledge of Spanish, God
allowed the team to witness to their faith. They spent several days
at an all-girls high school, where team members were able to share
their testimonies with the students and proclaim the Gospel in
small groups. The mission team was met with much enthusiasm
and openness by these young girls. On their last day there, the
team hosted a Eucharistic Adoration event for the high school
students, many of whom invited their family and friends.

The mission team was able to pray every day at the Basilica
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Here, mission team member
Jonathan Conte (left) and mission leader Dan Freeman.

S

ixteen students and CCO staff escaped the frigid Canadian
winter to spend reading week in sunny Mexico City last February. This was no beach trip. For these young missionaries,
this was an opportunity to unite the Gospel message with corporal
acts of mercy.
Craig Johring, an inspiring Catholic missionary who has been living
in Mexico for eight years, was their guide for the week. He took the
group to visit various impoverished areas where they worked with
abandoned women, schoolkids and homeless youth. If there was a
fitting moment, students would invite the people they met to hear
the simple proclamation that’s outlined in the UR booklet.

The event had a massive turnout, with overwhelmingly positive
feedback. God’s love deeply moved many of the girls that night
with a powerful experience of His love and forgiveness. In fact, this
event left such an impact on the girls that it led them to organize
their own Adoration nights. As the mission drew to a close, the
team left the city knowing that the fruits of their efforts would continue to grow.
gv

Mission Highlights
•
•
•

13 students, 3 staff
Provided 2,000 “Ultimate Relationship”
booklets in English and Spanish
Visited 12 high school classrooms to make
Gospel presentations

“During a session at Rise Up, an image was presented of a father holding his daughter and whispering
to her the secrets of her heart. I imagined this in relation to the Heavenly Father and myself. I heard Him
say, ‘I love you, Michael,’ and I began to weep, so filled with emotions that I could not contain myself.”
—Michael, Queen’s University
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INDIA
Mission team surprised by God

T

here’s just no preparing for what God will do on a
mission trip. The unexpected moments can become
the mission highlights. Mission team member Maria Arsenault recalls a baffling situation brought on by traditional
garments. Their local teammates saw them struggling, she
says. “The ladies were laughing at our attempts to put on
the saris, and came over to help us.”

to the poor with these local groups, but it was a surprise to
have the chance to propose Christ to their co-workers.

This is part of the wonder of mission. In the midst of their
expected outreach, the team came across unexpected
opportunity. With the missionary formation they had received in preparation for the mission, the team members
were equipped to respond, and they seized
The team served in various regions of India, In the midst of their
these opportunities. They would share the
eagerly partnering with members of Jesus
Gospel several times a day, often using the
expected outreach,
Youth (JY). JY is an international Catholic
“Ultimate Relationship” booklet. When they
group, founded in India, that seeks to form
left, the team provided UR booklets so the
the team came
leaders in the mission of evangelization.
local missionaries could keep sharing the
The CCO team immediately connected with across unexpected
Gospel with those around them.
their JY counterparts. Staying mostly in Kol- opportunity.
The mission to India, with its bold itinerary
kata, where Mother Teresa spent much of
and enthusiastic partners, looked promising
her adult ministry, the team served with the
from the start. Through God’s grace and a bit of missionary
Missionaries of Charity. The team comforted, fed and cared
agility, the mission expanded its ambitious reach. gv
for many suffering people, striving to reflect the merciful and
personal love of Christ.
The combined efforts of the CCO and JY team were a small
part of a much larger effort. Volunteers from all corners of
the globe had come to help the sisters. The team worked
side by side with these volunteers. Soon, they learned that
many of the volunteers were not practising their faith.
In planning the mission to India, the mission leaders had no
idea this would be the case. They had planned to reach out

Mission Highlights
•
•

7 students, 3 staff
Provided 50 faith studies and 400 URs to
Jesus Youth for use in their ministry

The team shared the Gospel with volunteers from around the world.

“I now understand that God’s love is so incredibly personal and unconditional. This has given me a sense
of peace and fullness in my life, and I constantly find myself smiling, thinking of God’s great love.”
—Anna, University of Saskatchewan
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Professional’s career changed by heart
By Lindsay Rigby, CCO Director of Stewardship & Development

I

t began with a simple invitation. Hearing God’s call to become a CCO missionary started when a good friend invited me to join her in Vancouver for Rise Up, CCO’s annual
national conference. I had lived in Florida for over a decade,
but I was born in B.C. and I welcomed the chance to spend
five days with my friend and this group of young Catholics.
On opening night, my friend introduced me to CCO’s director of Human Resources. He tossed a few questions my way.
It soon became clear that my qualifications as a development (i.e., fundraising) professional in higher education were
a natural fit for the current needs of the movement. At the

serve the Church in a professional capacity. Very quickly,
I was confronted with some serious questions: Was God calling me to move to Ottawa and work for CCO? Was this the
opportunity I had been waiting for?
Although I felt a pull in my heart, the need to raise
support was daunting. How could I give up the prospect of a
well-paying, salaried position? I was nearly eight years out of
university, with bills to pay, and it would take time to build up
a support team. How was this going to work?
In the weeks following Rise Up, I decided to apply to CCO
while continuing to explore other opportunities. In prayer,
I took both my desires and my concerns to the Lord. As I
continued to pray, He gave me increased assurance: He
had always taken care of my needs. Would He not also take
care of me as a missionary? It was a good point.
A few months later, I received a phone call with an official
invitation to join the staff of CCO. I still had other offers on
the table, but something in my heart leapt with certainty
at this invitation. With great
peace, I gave my yes right on
the spot.

“I find great joy in
knowing that my
work with CCO
has temporal
as well as
eternal value.”

CCO has given Lindsay Rigby the opportunity to grow
as a professional and as a leader.

close of our conversation, he challenged me to attend a
staff discernment breakfast. Intrigued, I accepted.
Going to that breakfast signalled a shift in my career. My
entire work experience had been in a secular environment,
and it was only a few years earlier that I had been baptized
in the Catholic Church and felt the first spark of a desire to

As a CCO missionary, I am
able to make a gift of myself—
of my talents, knowledge,
skills and professional work
experience—for the benefit of
the Church and the glory of
God. I find great joy in knowing that my work with CCO has
temporal as well as eternal
value.

CCO has also given me the opportunity to grow as a professional and as a leader. During my second year on staff, CCO
asked me to take on a new role as the inaugural director of
the Stewardship & Development department. The responsibility of the position has stretched and challenged me. It has
forced me to catalyze my strengths, confront my weaknesses and rely on God in all things.
Each day, I am called to depend radically on the Lord’s
providence—not only in my own life, but also for the welfare
of the movement. This exercise in trust is a blessing and it
has deepened my relationship with God immeasurably. I
have come to see, first-hand, “The Lord is trustworthy in all
He promises and faithful in all He does” (Psalm 145:13). gv

“As graduation approaches, I find myself turning to Jesus more and more. Pope Francis said, ‘The world is
crisscrossed by roads that come closer together and move apart, but the important thing is that they lead
towards the Good.’ I’m looking forward to the road ahead!”
—Adrian, University of Victoria
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CCO gives free bibles to
thousands of students

I

n the spring of 2014, CCO partnered
with the Canadian Bible Society (CBS)
to bring the Gospel to students across
Canada in a very tangible way—by giving
away 2,000 bibles. CBS even offered us
the chance to customize aspects of these
bibles through a graphic cover and the
inclusion of CCO materials like the
“Ultimate Relationship” booklet.
What difference can a bible make in the
life of a student? Here we hear from a few
students.
The prayers at the beginning are incredibly helpful to refer to before reading.
Honestly, it is simply nice to have those
prayers at times when you just don’t
know what to say in prayer.—Nick
This bible has been such a blessing in
my life. Through reading it I have realized
that God loves me no matter what I have
done. I can always turn to him, and he will
turn to me.—Jenna
Receiving that bible was great. I’ve been
very busy lately, but every time I have a
chance at night I read it.—Diego
I can look through the Discovery faith
study for specific passages, then find
them and read them with more
context.—Lukas

CCO missionaries Carissa Benavides and Adriana Viale hand out bibles to conference attendees
at Rise Up 2014 in Calgary.

Program doubles participation
The Summer Institute in the New Evangelization
(SINE), a partnership with Saint Paul University,
continued for a second year this August.
Attendance grew to over 70 participants,
offering a second stream of courses to
returning participants.
Students traveled to Ottawa from as far as the
Yukon Territory and Newfoundland to participate in person.
Many others took advantage of the online
study option, able to interact with questions in
realtime.
Students traveled to Ottawa from as far as the Yukon Territory and Newfoundland
to participate in person.

Next year we look forward to celebrating the
first graduates of the three-year program.
For more information, visit cco.ca/sine
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Ugandan university
students are reaching out
to their peers on seven
campuses using CCO
materials and methods.

Uganda captures
heart of Prairie
missionary

W

hile in Uganda, on a phone call with CCO headquarters in
Ottawa, missionary Amber Zolc kept dissolving in laughter
as her roommate struggled with a mosquito net. Between
chatting with home, she offered advice to her fellow Canadian
missionary on how to properly install the canopy.
Clearly, life in Uganda is different
from life in Vancouver, where
“Even the sheer Amber has lived and worked for
past decade. At the beginning
volume of their the
of August, she traveled to Uganda
and will stay there for nearly five
praise is
months. Even though there are
different.”
some reminders of home—“Our
first meal here was at KFC!”—her
days are full of adjustment. She’s
learning to buy groceries and cook using Ugandan ingredients
(like a cooking fat called “Cowboy”), and practising the local phone
style (no greetings or closings).
Although moving to Uganda offers a radical change in geography,
Amber stresses it has been a natural move in her ministry. The
CCO ministry in Uganda needs more hands-on feedback to mature.
Just as students benefit from personalized discipleship, the Ugandan ministry is now benefiting from Amber’s direct mentorship.
She describes praying with a young Ugandan student leader for
the women living in a university residence. When Amber asked the

student what sorts of struggles affect the women living there, the
student’s response was familiar. Partying, alcohol, and relationships
with men were top of the list. Amber recognized these struggles as
the same ones expressed by Canadian students. On the other side
of the world, Amber can immediately apply her experience in campus ministry. For all the things different about life in Uganda—and
there are many—similarities appear more often than most people
might guess.
It’s clear Amber has many gifts to offer, but her overwhelming desire to minister in Uganda is mysterious, even to her. After growing
up in Saskatchewan, she says her interest in international evangelization motivated her first trip to Uganda with a CCO mission in
2012. While there, she experienced the presence of the Lord in a
way that was new to her. Praying with Ugandans, she witnessed
their uninhibited worship of God. “Even the sheer volume of their
praise is different,” she remarked. As she came to know the Ugandan students better, their characteristic joy amazed her.
Since then, the joy of those involved with CCO in Uganda has continued to inspire Amber. She hopes to convey all her experience
and knowledge to the team in Uganda, and she holds another
hope: to learn. When she comes home to Canada in December,
she knows it will be with a faith renewed by the joy and freedom of
her Ugandan colleagues. gv

“Going on mission last summer in Québec City, and serving on the CCO student executive team this year
at UBC, I have been inspired through witnessing so many people doing amazing things...all because of
their relationships with Christ.”
—Liz, University of British Columbia
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Faith Study Spread
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Faith Study Spread
P2
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CCO Staff 2015/16

Catholic Christian Outreach Canada
Catholic Christian Outreach is a university student
movement dedicated to evangelization. We challenge
young adults to live in the fullness of the Catholic
faith, with an emphasis on becoming leaders in the
renewal of the world.
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